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October 27, 2025, Board Meeting Minutes - Approved 

Call to Order/Roll Call - The October 27, 2025, South Rock Island Township Board meeting was called to 
order at 4:01 PM by Acting Supervisor Bill Sowards. 
 
Elected Board Officials Present: 

• Supervisor Grace Shirk, Clerk KJ Whitley, Trustees – Bill Sowards, Diana Hebbeln, Jonah Sallows-
Hines, Chris Elsberg 

Other Elected Officials Present: 
• Assessor Nichole Parker 

Others Present: 
• The Third Place - Christie Adamson & Cloey Miller  

 
Remote Electronic Attendance (if necessary) – A motion was made by Elsberg and seconded by Hebbeln 
to allow the remote attendance of Supervisor Shirk due to a family illness emergency, as permitted under 
the Illinois Open Meetings Act.  Roll call vote. 4-Ayes Elsberg, Hebbeln, Sowards and Sallows-Hines. 0-
Nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Approval of the Agenda - Elsberg moved, and Sallows-Hines seconded, to approve the October 27, 2025  
South Rock Island Township Board meeting agenda.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes – Hebbeln moved, and Elsberg seconded, to approve the September 29, 
2025, South Rock Island Township Board meeting minutes. Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
Bi-Annual review of closed session meeting minutes In accordance with the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 
the Board conducts a semi-annual review of all closed session minutes. At this time, there is no 
recommendation from the clerk to make these minutes public.  Hebbeln moved and Sallows-Hines  
seconded to keep the closed session minutes closed.  Roll call vote. 5-Ayes Shirk, Elsberg, Hebbeln, 
Sowards and Sallows-Hines. 0-Nays.  Motion carried.   
 
Reports 
Supervisor’s Report – Presented by Sowards (Record) 
Updates on upcoming community events and Township initiatives included: 

• Outdoor Giveaway – On October 21, 2025, 192 people were assisted. 
• TOI Assistance Increase – General assistance minimum payment amounts will increase effective 

October 27, 2025. Assistance amounts are reviewed and adjusted annually, typically in October. 
• New Quad Cities Township Food Assistance Program – The six Township supervisors will meet to 

discuss the possibility of a new program to assist residents affected by furloughs or SNAP benefit 
losses with monetary food assistance. While the Board could not vote on the matter, Board 
guidance was provided to allow consideration of a program with up to $20,000 in funding, 
emphasizing the urgency to create and implement it as soon as possible. It is hoped that the 
program will be established and administered consistently across all six townships. 

• Veteran’s Luncheon, November 5, 2025, Workers by 10:30 am, program begins @ 11:30 am 
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Clerk’s Report – Presented by Whitley (Record) -Clerk Whitley reported that one FOIA request was 
received for a list of the Township staff directory. She also noted that the approved August minutes have 
been posted on the Township’s website. 
 
 Assessor’s Report – Presented by Parker (Record) - Assessor Parker reported her office has received 593 
senior freeze applications; reminded the Board that the Board of Review concludes tomorrow, October 
28, 2025. 
 
General/Emergency Assistance Report (Record) - The September 2025 Client/Public/Senior Citizen 
Report was provided with the agenda. 
 
Treasurer’s Report and Authorization and Transfers of Town Fund and Relief Fund Bills - The Treasurer’s 
Report for September 2025 was presented and placed on record. The Township Board audited the 
September 2025 bills and claims, which were also placed on record.  Hebbeln moved, and Elsberg 
seconded, to authorize payment of the Town Fund and Relief Fund bills and transfers in the amount of 
$95,680.60. Roll call vote. 5-Ayes Elsberg, Shirk, Hebbeln, Sowards and Sallows-Hines. 0-Nays.   Motion 
carried. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
New Business 
Approval of the  Civility Pledge and Electronic Attendance Policy Adoption (Combined motion)  – Shirk 
moved, and Elsberg seconded, to adopt the Civility Pledge and the Electronic Attendance Policy.  Voice 
vote.  Motion carried.   
 
Approval of Scholarship guidelines for RI/Milan Scholarship Foundation  -  After general discussion, the 
Board established the following scholarship guidelines: a $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to a student 
who resides in South Rock Island Township, may attend a college, trade school, or university, has a 
cumulative GPA of 2.0 or higher, and has a demonstrated record of public or community service.  Elsberg 
moved and Hebbeln seconded, to adopt these scholarship guidelines.  Roll call vote. 5-Ayes Shirk, Elsberg, 
Hebbeln, Sowards and Sallows-Hines. 0-Nays.  Motion carried.   
 
Approval of 2026 Monthly Audit Meetings (Record) – Hebbeln moved, and Elsberg seconded, to adopt 
the 2026 Monthly Audit Meetings schedule, with a change to the December 2025meeting date from the 
21st to the 14th.  Roll call vote. 5-Ayes Shirk, Elsberg, Hebbeln, Sowards and Sallows-Hines. 0-Nays.   
Motion carried.  Note: The levy will need to be approved at the October 2026 meeting to allow for the 
required twenty-day formal adoption period. 
 
Approval of Staff Holidays2026 (Record) - Sowards moved, and Sallows-Hines seconded, to adopt the 
2026 Staff Holiday schedule.  Voice vote.  Motion carried.   
 
Donations 
RI/Milan Booster Club – Following general discussion, Elsberg moved, and Hebbeln seconded, to 
contribute $200 to their/Milan Booster Club.  Roll call vote: 5-Ayes – Shirk, Elsberg, Hebbeln, Sowards, 
Sallows-Hines; Nays – None. Motion carried. 
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The Third Place – Christie Adamson and Cloey Miller, co-founders of The Third Place QC, provided a 
presentation to the Board. They shared an overview of the organization’s mission to support individuals 
experiencing homelessness or housing instability in community.  The Third Place QC offers a safe, 
welcoming space where guests can access essential resources such as restrooms, hygiene supplies, 
clothing, Wi-Fi, and computers, as well as connections to job training, medical care, and other community 
services. The presentation highlighted how the organization fosters community, dignity, and hope for its 
guests.  Elsberg moved, and Hebbeln seconded, to contribute the SRIT  giveaway (items) blankets and 
winter wear (clothing)  and $1,000 to  The Third Place.  Roll call vote. 5-Ayes Shirk, Elsberg, Hebbeln, 
Sowards and Sallows-Hines. 0-Nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Friendship Manor, 7th Annual No show Gala   – The board received a request for a donation for  Friendship 
Manor’s 7th Annual No Show Gala. Discussion was held; however, no motion was made and no board 
action was taken. 
 
Martin Luther King Center Thanksgiving  ($2,000) –  Following general discussion, Sallows-Hines moved, 
and Elsberg seconded, to donate $2,000 to the 36th Annual (Martin Luther King Center) Thanksgiving Meal 
event.  Roll call vote. 5-Ayes Shirk, Elsberg, Hebbeln, Sowards and Sallows-Hines. 0-Nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Cocoa with Santa Park & Rec Dept ($250) - The board received a request for a donation for  Cocoa with 
Santa Park. Discussion was held; however, no motion was made and no board action was taken. 
 
Public Comments 
No public comments were noted. 
 
Adjournment 
Hebbeln moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:12 PM, and the motion was seconded by Sallows-Hines. 
Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next South Rock Island Township Board meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 27, 2025, at 4:00 
PM. 

 

 

 

THIS IS A CERTIFIED COPY OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING APPROVED BY THE SOUTH ROCK 
ISLAND TOWNSHIP BOARD ON JUNE 30, 2025. 

Seal—> 

Township 
Clerk 

10.27.25 

Date 
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