
‭MINUTES OF THE MEETING‬
‭South Rock Island Township Board‬

‭STATE OF ILLINOIS‬
‭County of Rock Island‬

‭South Rock Island Township‬

‭The South Rock Island Township Board met at the Township Clerk’s Office, 4330 11th Street, Rock Island, IL, on‬
‭September 30, 2024, at 4:15 pm.‬

‭Roll Call‬‭:‬
‭Officials present: Supervisor Grace Diaz Shirk as Chair, Trustee Mark Parr, Jr, Trustee Frank Skafidas,‬

‭Trustee Bill Sowards, and Trustee KJ Whitley. No officials were absent. Township Clerk Nick Camlin reported the‬
‭presence of a quorum. Assessor Nichole Parker was also present.‬

‭Remote Electronic Attendance‬‭:‬
‭None.‬

‭Approval of the Agenda and Meeting Minutes‬‭:‬
‭Sowards moved, and Parr seconded, to approve the Agenda‬‭(Record)‬‭. Voice vote. Motion carried.‬
‭Skafidas moved, and Supervisor Shirk seconded, to approve the August 26, 2024, Township Board‬

‭meeting minutes. Voice vote. Motion carried.‬

‭Supervisor Shirk recognized Wendy MacDonald, an employee of the Assessor’s Office, who addressed‬
‭the Township Board  and expressed pride in working for the Township and all the programs that keep the staff‬
‭and volunteers busy. Ms MacDonald credited Supervisor Shirk for her leadership and character. On behalf of‬
‭other Township employees, she implored the Township Board to give a raise to the Supervisor position,‬
‭submitting a signed petition‬‭(Record)‬‭.‬

‭Reports‬‭:‬
‭Grace Diaz Shirk provided the Supervisor’s Report‬‭(Record)‬‭. The Supervisor provided the Township Board‬

‭with important dates of upcoming Township events‬‭(Record)‬‭.‬
‭The Supervisor is exploring a new program to assist seniors with a simple will, and the Township Board‬

‭was supportive.‬
‭Supervisor Shirk reported that after $2,100 in advertising revenue, the cost of the Township newsletter‬

‭was $6,773.62.‬
‭The Annual Financial Report for the Township was completed by Hoffman & Tranel and submitted to the‬

‭State Comptroller on September 27, 2024‬‭(Record)‬‭.‬
‭So far, the English class offered by the Township has five pupils.‬
‭Supervisor Shirk also provided voting information for the November 5, 2024, General Election‬‭(Record)‬‭.‬
‭Nick Camlin provided the Township Clerk’s Report‬‭(Record)‬‭.‬
‭Nichole Parker provided the Assessor’s Report‬‭(Record)‬‭.‬‭Assessor Parker stated that she and her staff‬

‭took continuing education classes in Peoria, and all passed the test course.‬
‭The Supervisor reviewed the August 2024 General/Emergency Assistance Report‬‭(Record)‬‭.‬
‭The August 2024 Client/Public/Senior Citizen Report was printed on the Agenda.‬

‭Treasurer’s Report and Town Fund & Relief Fund Bills‬‭:‬
‭The Supervisor provided the Treasurer’s Report for August 2024‬‭(Record)‬‭.‬
‭The Township Board audited the bills and claims‬‭(Record)‬‭.‬‭Parr moved, and Whitley seconded, to‬

‭authorize the payment of the Town Fund and Relief Fund bills and transfers in the amount of $61,228.91. Roll call‬
‭vote. Five votes in favor: Parr, Skafidas, Sowards, Whitley, and Shirk. No votes in opposition. Motion carried.‬
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‭Unfinished Business‬‭:‬
‭Supervisor Shirk provided a list of accomplishments as Supervisor and an update on local Township‬

‭salaries to the Township Board for consideration of setting the compensation for Township Officials for the new‬
‭upcoming term‬‭(Record)‬‭. Township Clerk Camlin suggested‬‭setting the Supervisor salary at $42,500. Sowards‬
‭moved, and Supervisor Shirk seconded, to approve the Resolution for Setting the Compensation of Township‬
‭Officials for the Four-Year Term beginning May 19, 2025, with the salary for the Supervisor position edited to be‬
‭$42,500, for each year of the term. The Township Board discussed other salaries. Skafidas stated that at the‬
‭December 20, 2021, Township Board meeting, he advocated for a $1 per hour raise for staff across the board,‬
‭but that recently he has heard from over 40 residents who oppose raises f\\or elected officials. Skafidas also‬
‭advocated that the Trustee salary be switched to a per diem basis. Whitley stated that she thought the Township‬
‭Board was under the impression at last month’s Township Board meeting that the Supervisor didn’t want a raise‬
‭based on how the discussion began at that meeting. Supervisor Shirk pointed out that the salary is set for the‬
‭position, not the person. Township Clerk Camlin suggested other amounts for the other Township officials, and‬
‭the Township Board discussed further. Sowards amended his motion, and Supervisor Shirk agreed, to also edit‬
‭the salaries for Clerk to be $11,000 for each year of the term, for Assessor to be $55,000 for each year of the‬
‭term, and for Trustees to be $3,000 for each year of the term‬‭(Record)‬‭. Roll call vote. Four votes in‬‭favor: Parr,‬
‭Sowards, Whitley, and Shirk. One vote in opposition: Skafidas. Motion carried.‬

‭New Business‬‭:‬
‭Whitley moved, and Skafidas seconded, to approve spending up to $2,500 for the Veterans Luncheon on‬

‭October 30, 2024, in cooperation with other Townships. Roll call vote. Five votes in favor: Parr, Skafidas, Sowards,‬
‭Whitley, and Shirk. No votes in opposition. Motion carried.‬

‭Sowards moved, and Skafidas seconded, to Thanksgiving vouchers for seniors and clients. Voice vote.‬
‭Motion carried.‬

‭Parr moved, and Skafidas seconded, to approve the Thanksgiving Dinner for seniors on November 18,‬
‭2024. Voice vote. Motion carried.‬

‭Sowards moved, and Supervisor Shirk seconded, to donate $200 to Rock Island-Milan Booster Club for‬
‭the Rockin’ Raffle event. Roll call vote. Five votes in favor: Parr, Skafidas, Sowards, Whitley, and Shirk. No votes in‬
‭opposition. Motion carried.‬

‭Parr moved, and Skafidas seconded, to donate $2,000 to the Martin Luther King Center for the‬
‭community Thanksgiving dinner. Roll call vote. Five votes in favor: Parr, Skafidas, Sowards, Whitley, and Shirk. No‬
‭votes in opposition. Motion carried.‬

‭Skafidas moved, and Whitley seconded, to donate $500 to the Treasurer Chest/QC Missing Persons. Roll‬
‭call vote. Five votes in favor: Parr, Skafidas, Sowards, Whitley, and Shirk. No votes in opposition. Motion carried.‬

‭Public Comments‬‭:‬
‭Skafidas informed the Township Board about school district forums regarding their facilities.‬

‭Adjournment‬‭:‬
‭At 5:50 pm Sowards moved, and Skafidas seconded, to adjourn the meeting. Voice vote. Motion carried.‬

‭THIS IS A CERTIFIED COPY OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING APPROVED‬
‭BY THE SOUTH ROCK ISLAND TOWNSHIP BOARD ON OCTOBER 28, 2024.‬

‭Seal—>‬

‭_______________________________             _______________‬
‭Nick Camlin, Township Clerk‬ ‭Date‬
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