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SOUTH	ROCK	ISLAND	TOWNSHIP	BOARD	

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
County of Rock Island 

Township of South Rock Island 
 
The South Rock Island Township Board met at the Office of the Town Clerk, located at 1019 27th Avenue, Rock 
Island, Illinois, on January 28, 2019, at 4:30 pm. 
 
Officials Present : Official Absent : 
Town Clerk Nick Camlin Trustee Frank Skafidas (as Chair) Supervisor Grace Diaz Shirk 
Trustee Chris�ne Elsberg Trustee Bill Sowards 
Trustee Mark Parr, Jr 
 
Approval of the January Agenda and Minutes of the December mee�ng : 

Elsberg moved, and Sowards seconded, to approve the Agenda  (Record) . Voice vote. Mo�on carried. 
Parr moved, and Elsberg seconded, to approve the December 17, 2018, Township Board mee�ng 

minutes. Voice vote. Mo�on carried. 
 

Reports : 
Frank Skafidas provided the Supervisor’s Report  (Record) . Supervisor Shirk was present by phone to 

highlight details of the report. The Supervisor reported that there are no proposals yet on the 29th Avenue 
property. Supervisor Shirk explained an op�on for acquiring property on an arterial road adjacent to the 29th 
Avenue property for approximately $100,000.  

A further proposal by Valley Construc�on at 29th Avenue for acquisi�on, demoli�on, and new 
construc�on, including a Township Hall building and parking was over $1,000,000. Supervisor Shirk stated that 
the proposal was out of line with the target of $500,000.  

The Supervisor also stated that she has not heard back from the group who built the Sherrard Library for 
a proposal. Elsberg suggested the Supervisor look into Build to Suit for a proposal.  

The Supervisor then discussed the Milan Surplus building nearby on 11th Street. The purchase would be 
for approximately $285,000 as-is, however assessment records indicate an assessment of just over $200,000. 
Another proposal from Milan Surplus was for purchasing part of the property for $110,000, with shared costs for 
the sale and closing. 

Supervisor Shirk then discussed a proposal by Ecogis�cs owner, Kevin Nolan, to purchase a completely 
updated building located on 11th Street. The updates have been completed within the last four years, and 
include storage units, parking lot, fiber op�cs, which could mean no-cost phone or internet, and a finished 
basement. The Supervisor stated that there is no elevator to the basement, but it could be installed at an 
es�mated price between $19,000 and $55,000. Nolan is asking between $250,000 and $290,000 for the building 
and could make other modifica�ons to the space through nego�a�on. Supervisor Shirk recommended this 
op�on to the Township Board. Sowards asked what the square footage would be added for the Township. 
Supervisor Shirk stated that currently the Township Hall is approximately 3,700 square feet, and the Ecogis�cs 
building would make it approximately 6,400 square feet. Elsberg stated that she is concerned about having to sell 
two buildings and poten�ally being stuck with them. Supervisor Shirk stated that she does not want to raise 
taxes for a new building. 

There was consensus among the Township Board to pursue an appraisal for the current building. 
There was consensus among the Township Board to put the Valley and  Milan Surplus proposals on hold. 
Parr stated that he wants to see taxpayers get something for their dollar. He would rather see them get 

money back in the form of lower tax rates. Elsberg suggested that taxpayers would gain with more programs and 
a senior center. Skafidas stated that the Township has outgrown its current building. 

Supervisor Shirk stated that so far we have up to 80 seniors in our programs and are running out of 
room, meaning we would have to cap program par�cipa�on or we could expand to serve more. 
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There was consensus among the Township Board to look at the Ecogis�cs property at 4330 11th Street, 
Rock Island, IL, to tour the building, let go of other op�ons, and obtain an appraisal of the Township Hall. 

The Supervisor advised that the proposed FY 2020 budget would include $500,000 for building needs, as 
recommended by the Hoffman accountant. A dra� will be available at the February Township Board mee�ng. 

Nick Camlin provided the Town Clerk’s Report  (Record) .  He informed the Township Board about a TOI 
webinar he par�cipated in concerning the a�esta�on of Township funds. Town Clerk Camlin stated that we 
already appeared to be in compliance with the new law for many years, since we a�est a lis�ng of all expenses, 
transfers, and electronic payments at the monthly mee�ngs. 

Nichole Finnie provided the Assessor’s Report  (Record) .  Assessor Finnie stated that she is going to do 
more work to educate property owners about exemp�ons that may fall off a�er a new purchase is made. 

Skafidas provided the December 2018 General/Emergency Assistance Report  (Record) .  
The December 2018 Client/Public/Senior Ci�zen Report was printed on the Agenda.  
 

Treasurer’s Report and Town Fund Bills : 
Skafidas presented the Treasurer’s Report  (Record) . The Township Board audited the bills and claims 

(Record) . Elsberg moved, and Parr seconded, to authorize payment of the Town Fund and Relief Fund bills and 
transfers in the amount of $40,460.87. Roll call vote. Four votes in favor: Parr, Sowards, Skafidas, and Elsberg. No 
votes in opposi�on. Mo�on carried. 
 
Unfinished Business : 

None. 
 

New Business :  
Assessor Finnie presented the proposed FY 2020 budget for the Assessor’s Office  (Record) . She explained 

that some increases were included in the budget simply to make the figures easily divisible by 12 months, though 
some increases were due to salary raises, higher healthcare costs, website and drawing pos�ng upgrades, and 
postal rates rising. There were decreases in the travel budget because her employees have their designa�ons and 
a class is close by in Moline. 

Parr moved, and Skafidas seconded, to donate $250 to Alleman High School for their Heritage Ball. Roll 
call vote. Four votes in favor: Sowards, Skafidas, Elsberg, and Parr. No votes in opposi�on. Mo�on carried. 

No ac�on was taken on a request for dona�ons from the Alleman Booster Club for their bags 
tournament. 

 
Public Comments :  

Parr reiterated that he wants to see tax dollars being used and wants to see it go back to taxpayers by 
way of reduced tax levy. 

 
Adjournment : 

At 5:53 pm Sowards moved, and Skafidas seconded, to adjourn the mee�ng.  
 
 
 

AFOREMENTIONED MINUTES OF THE MEETING APPROVED BY THE SOUTH ROCK ISLAND TOWNSHIP BOARD 
ON FEBRUARY 25, 2019, AND CERTIFIED BY THE TOWN CLERK: 

{Seal} 

_______________________________             _______________ 
Nick Camlin, Town Clerk                                      Date 
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